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R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik: The Emergence of Ethical Man
P. 6: Our task now is to investigate the cogency of the almost dogmatic assertion that the Bible
proclaimed the separateness of man from nature and his otherness.

Pp. 55-56 & 59-60: Earth, nature and man flow into each other. There is complete identity of man
and earth. Let us not forget that by the word "earth, we understand not just the land but nature
as a whole, the entire complex of physical conditions that make man's existence possible. As an
organism, he depends upon his surroundings, and this dependence spells ontic unity and
uniformity. Obedience to God means, "Then | will give you rain in due season, and the land shall
yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit"; disobedience — "...and I will make
your skies like iron, and your earth like brass, and your strength shall be spent in vain, for your land
shall not yield her increase, neither shall the trees of the land yield their fruit..." (Lev. 26:4, 19-20)...

The[se] blessings and curses of Leviticus 26 do not constitute a promise of reward or punishment,
but a statement of a fact - man's confluence with nature. Thus, man is not a universal abstract
being who roams along the infinite lanes of the cosmos without finding attachment to any part of it.
He is confined to a determinate, finite world; he must, like the plant, be rooted in an enclosed
part of the soil and live together with nature....

Man's dominion of nature [cf. Gen 1:28; Psalm 8:7-9] is not that of an alien autocrat over a people
subjugated by force, but that of a loving father over his young son, or of a devoted son over an
incapacitated mother.... It is more cooperation than dominion, more partnership than dominion. Let
us watch out for moments of tension and conflict, when nature begins to hate man and to
resent his presence, and we will convince ourselves that man's sense of security and strength is
nothing but a mirage. This is man's freedom: either to live at peace with nature and thus give
expression to a natural existence in the noblest of terms, or to surpass his archaic bounds and corrupt
himself and nature.

Pp. 62-63: Statehood, or redemption, embodies the return to the primordial man-locus union. The
state cannot be reduced to social interrelationships alone, but must be extended to the mystical
communion of man with nature, the renewal of an old friendship, reconciliation between man and
Mother Earth. The state commits man to the soil, to nature, chains him to a bounded, specific
environment... The state is charged...mainly with establishing an ideal continuation between
man and nature. The former has duties, obligations not only toward his fellow man but toward
nature. They coexist, are co-responsible; nature bears blame for man’s deeds. If man sins, nature
pays the penalty and is cursed; if he lives a normal life, nature is invigorated, and both are blessed...


http://www.meisharim.org/
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Above examples reflect a Torah society operating as per Elinor Ostrom, “Governing the Commons:
The Evolution of Institutions for Collective Action” (1990). But —
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— current global realities largely accord with societies operating as per Garrett Hardin, “The Tragedy
of the Commons” (1968); e.g., https://keelingcurve.ucsd.edu/

e e S AL A S S B e e e e e B e S e e ey B B T T
2020 —

400 [ Lastupdated January 19, 2024 400 - Lastupdated January 19, 2024
L 2000 —
350

1980 —>

1960 —

Dy S Wﬁw\\mﬁ\mw\w

L P B L1 i L L P ' L
200 1750 1800 1850 1900 1950 2000 500
Years (C.E.) Thousands of Years Ago

CO; Concentration (ppm)

CO, Concentration (ppm)



https://keelingcurve.ucsd.edu/

72:mIR PN WY

W DY PO RV PITS TR 0772 XX DT PAR 712 WOV IIRYN N ROIT N2 YAP IR W TINA A WYY N
DR 121072 2007 1" T2 KXY PR NDVT TIRNTR D0 RNT MINT 199BRY 1P KPR 11921 PaANT IN 707
MY ROR 779 IR I8 M2 OR DAR 3T 1RO PR WD R oW I IR PART IR DY TR 708 102 7
RY 2R 2" P1772 20 78R MN2W 0D DY AR R XAV ORIPR MR TPRY TINT P00 XK T80 0RY M1
TPRTIZ RT3 T ATOR N2 PRI PRI WD MW ahwhn MWD PO BT PART PR TN MM panan
I PTIT N2 AW 1" PYDAWw M9 WD 727 PUTAWD QWY 2°°0 TR T 02w NPT O IR 93 101 DY
0°727 "IRW IR DIV 3970 IR 2°27 W 7177 ROR PIIT 82 WY 11797 IRD 097277 92 2R 1192 777 In Hw wRa
YIS 7O PROTRR TINST KPR RIT RPIIT2 IRD PIOAD 07 MPRIAT 227 INANIW A1 WIXY DTRT RN 2P0
TY2IR2T 23 HY AR PR DWW WKW 5™ 1NKR WRA P PRPWA 1UIYY PAY T XY DRR2 DAR 1T MRD KN
7Y FTINTT DRR 17T NS OIRY 29WT 271 11O 1AXY DIRT K2 MW 712 210 W 272 29WH 21 PR NN
1917 W7 72 M2 1A MW 1D PO R JIAD TWORR 29272 WIT DIAR IDWA PO WAD POIT IR
2LWD 29NN DaR TPNNNT ROR 29100 3210 X 20 TR QIRAW 2°WONWN a7 7 02w a2 93 Dar 12
202 7Y W [2'7573] INSRDAY PRWIRWNR MY DR PIRD QTR 29D 1277 RDT D95 RI28 PR PR
TV QIRT PO1TA7 QTR 1N PRI RITW WRY NIDMT DWOND 1D WA 1971 R P OK P 270 1K) DRI

7T 02w 00727 IRW2 XY DaR 29O

ORI P M"Y RAW T 727 PR 2RWY 2990 PN KPS MR 92T B''eY a1 90 Yy pRn v
T IR RITA YRS TR IR PO KDY PR AL 11907 I AYIT 99 21 1 WO v190 10 Pyoaw

R apbe AR b

R. Aharon Lichtenstein, “»137 X372 5"&73 ww, p. 200:
MNY DM YRNY 1N - ATYN VYD NYPIM 17190 IR R - H1apna TN

nmann % Yy - XM 70,191 INY IR - DT 2PN DIV IPMNTA RPN
297NN WINNN DYVYN DPVPA HPN1 ,NAIND 17anTn

07029 , 0PN 20nY NYI2N NTANNA NI ,ANNANND NNYIDVH NIRINNA
VIR "m0 Sv DIvAPR 29 YY 2PNNNY Y1 wnn Yv ,DPORIVIN 1D9R IR
Ynn 90 qpy Ny PN POIM DVLYVAIN NV DAY DY DPTIN "N
2702 NMAN ARIND 1279 HY 4R - 173 PTH 2N WITIN

29 N¥Ma %53 nyn mAya ;0200 TV PRI 12ONY Pam J1nY 233 9
V;’n'm MV PANIN 20T IR TV’ P2 T VWV DYNTH ,JANONY *an RN
:p?\? ;22 ;mn 2 ,PWYNN DTRN PINI NNIN DRA 2PP1I RN T1O* Y Ars
e z,;nnrnm:a mIYn Y IMRNRY NMA PN/ nannm n%an
o 1o .|1 T M09 '1% AW Navw b TIvn nywa oPnY M1y xR
MINROD 25V - PPPIY NIV P2 PINY MY AN NN T nnaT
PEPINK D0 YIVa NRYP AYIN PR BI9I - NRYINA P13 23y
N1 MR DYPYM NnYp monon
I, 000 S0 MRTan Ave MG Yo nn

o T2 nhyn
T3 o MYV nwpan
»117222 1PN D'POIaA”

1NN 5V Mp 01Ny 723

R. Jeremy Wieder, RIETS: “When | asked Rav Herschel Schechter for his perspective on these
issues, he simply looked at me and unflinchingly replied, ‘Our grandchildren have to live in this
world.” That does not require a se if'in Shulchan Arukh to work out, just the sekhel hayashar.”
.33 N°1yn
IV YW TV D MR PYVY PIW AN T ORT T WK R YOI M7 R RITI? 00 RN IR 0T 70 R0
M1 550w PNAAR 57 S2NWT 2% 99 PAMOWR RN XA2Y [RN23] OR7 7°9 0K PIw 1PYaW D107 T2 ROWD 709 K
X127
"I found a world full of carob trees: just as my ancestors planted for me, | too am planting for
my descendants."




23 Marcheshvan 5782 / October 29, 2021
A Sabbatical/Shemittah Year of "Rest for the Earth" (Leviticus 25:6)

PUBLIC LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL
BY ISRAELI ORTHODOX RABBIS
in advance of the World Climate Summit in Glasgow, Scotland

To the Honorable Prime Minister of Israel, Mr. Naftali Bennett:

This letter is written to you entirely independent of party politics, ethnicity, religious identity, or even national identity. It relates to all of humanity, and as such
we have united to write about it:

The Torah analysis of sustainability is no longer one concerned only with the (halachic) question of bal tachshit (“wanton waste”; Deuteronomy.
20:19); with protecting God’s world; with the precept of “pay attention not to ruin (My world, for if you do so, there is no one after you who will
repair it”; Ecclesiastes Rabbah 7:13); and the (other) Torah sources cited in numerous discussions about the connection between the Torah, faith, and
protecting the world.

Today, this subject relates to global pikuach nefesh (preservation of life) in the fullest sense of those words. We are talking about a dramatic impact upon
human life in its broadest possible senses — hunger, drought, the human and security aspects of migration — with enormous implications for the quality of life
and its very existence. We are no longer discussing a subject relating to the future; it is present and already here. Its signs are recognizable to all via the various
parameters by which it can be discerned. This is all already visible in the world with the extinction of many species, offering a window to the possible reality

towards which we are advancing, and (may) cross.

It is reasonable to assume that there are external influences at play here — scientific bias,
political interests, international companies, and the like. Moreover, it is also reasonable
to assume that some of the proposed solutions (will) cause damage greater than present
reality. But nonetheless even if only some of the assessments relating to global warm-
ing are accurate, then we are obliged to act - and it is superfluous to mention the Torah’s
attitude regarding the obligation of pikuach nefesh and saving lives. When the vast
majority of the world’s scientists working in this area issue extraordinarily severe
warnings about what is happening — this obligates us to address this reality.

We ask that you represent the complete partnership of the State of Israel in the
global effort (on this issue). Although our country is small and our impact
minimal, our partnership (in this global effort) is likely to be very significant.
Certainly you will do this with open eyes, taking care (to avoid possible) manipu-
lation — but simultaneously also with willingness and dedication to this critical
issue, upon which the world’s future depends. The eyes of many in the world are
lifted towards us, the source of the major (world) religions, “For from Zion shall
go forth Torah, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:3)

CC:

President of the State of Israel, Mr. Isaac Herzog

Speaker of the Knesset, MK Mickey Levy

Chair of the Coalition, MK Idit Silman

Minister of Environmental Protection, Ms. Tamar Zandberg
Minister of Energy, Ms. Korinne Elharar

Minister of Education, MK Yifat Shasha-Bitton

Rabbinic Signatories:

Yaakov Ariel Avraham Mordechai Gottleib David Stav
Shlomo Aviner Avi Gisser Yossi Fruman
Yehuda Altshuler Yehiel Wasserman David Rosen

Ronen Lubitz
Michael Melchior
Meir Nehorai
Rafi Feuerstein

Chananel Etrog
Kobi Bornstein
Yoel Bin Nun

Dov Berkovitz

Naftali Rothenberg
Yosef Tzvi Rimon
Sharon Shalom
Yuval Cherlow

Translated and published by
Meisharim: Illuminating Torah Priorities for Orthodox Communities
To share your thoughts or learn more, email us at info@meisharim.org
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